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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

GO FOR BROKE STAMP

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, it is an
honor to recognize the toughness and resil-
iency of the Japanese American soldiers of
the four forty-second regimental combat team
during World War Il. Men and women who
stepped up to fight for American prosperity
while their families were simultaneously forced
into confinement camps.

This stamp, which displays their motto “Go
For Broke,” honors the patriotism Japanese
American soldiers exemplified despite the be-
trayal they faced at home. Under these
charged circumstances, the 442nd proved
itself as one of the most decorated unit of its
size and length of service in the entire history
of the U.S. Military.

As a community with a shared, and at
times, painful history, it is important to have a
symbol. A national symbol of perseverance.

Many Americans don’t know the stories of
their own family tree . . . they likely don’t
know the bravery of the Japanese American
soldiers during WWII, soldiers of the 442nd
and others, who helped save our country while
our own government was tearing apart our
families.

The stamp will shine a light on this chapter
of history. And to teach that we are all Ameri-
cans. To see the United States soldier’s face
on the stamp, an Asian American face.

This stamp is also the symbol of the tireless
efforts of three wonderful women—FUSA
Takahashi, AIKO King and CHIZ Ohira, who
truly drove the effort to make this a reality.

The story behind the creation of this stamp
speaks to the dedication and strong fabric of
the Japanese American community. This was
a community-led effort, started over 15 years
ago, that brought together many generations.
| saw up close how hard it was to convince
their fellow colleagues that this is important, to
work with the community, to talk to their legis-
lators.

Just earlier this month, | had the pleasure to
see its unveiling in Sacramento and speak to
Fusa about the importance of this community
symbol. We all shared our stories from that
chapter of time.

| know that many families who were incar-
cerated did not tell their stories once they
were allowed back home. It was painful to be
incarcerated, to live behind barbed wire and
lose your homes, businesses and even loved
ones.

We remembered when our community stood
up and shared our painful past with Congress
and across the country, fought for redress and
the Civil Liberties Act. We recounted the many
efforts of educating our neighbors and our
children, to remind them that we are everyday
Americans and what happened was wrong.

And now, recently, we understand how im-
portant it is to continue to teach about our his-

tory because people are hurting, especially
with the horrific events that have targeted the
AAPI community. Looking at the past, one
thing we’ve learned is that we have to stand
up for each other.

As we continue to strive to become a more
tolerant nation, we must do our part in over-
coming societal wrongs, and we must also re-
member the strength of our nation when we
come together toward a shared goal.

The Go For Broke Stamp is a symbol of
education, of healing, and of community. The
Japanese American experience is a vital piece
of American history, and in order to have a
stronger democracy, we must lift each other
up and tell our stories.

| am glad that this stamp will serve as a re-
minder of the Japanese American story, and
the bravery and patriotism of these American
heroes.

———

HONORING ARMY VETERAN AND
WOUNDED WARRIOR ALEXANDER
LOFGREN

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of a friend, not only to my-
self, but to his colleagues and to this country.
| rise today to honor United States Army vet-
eran, Alexander Lofgren. Alex served the vet-
eran community on behalf of my office in Ari-
zona’s Third Congressional District. Born
March 10, 1989 in Exeter, California, he spent
many years of his life traveling and living in
different states as his father served in the mili-
tary. Alex followed in his father’s footsteps and
joined the military in 2011. He served as a
Combat Engineer in the Army and only
months after he joined, he was deployed to
Afghanistan for Operation Enduring Freedom.
During his service in the Army he lost 4
friends, who we also honor today. SFC Bobby
L. Estle, PFC Jose O. Belmontes, 2LT David
E. Rylander, and SPC Junot M. L. Cochilus.

After being honorably, medically discharged
in October 2014, Alex began his studies at Ar-
izona State University. He graduated with a
degree in Political Science and a minor in An-
thropology. Shortly after graduating, he
worked at the Crisis Response Network where
he did case management answering calls of
veterans in crisis and helping them with imme-
diate crisis intervention. He later served on
then-Congresswoman Kyrsten Sinema’s Vet-
eran’s Advisory Council and Legislative Com-
mittee. In July 2019, Alex joined our District
office in Tucson, AZ through the Wounded
Warrior Fellowship Program. Alex worked as a
constituent services representative helping
local constituents resolve issues with federal
agencies, serving as a liaison to local Vet-
erans Service Organizations (VSO), and at-
tending local events and meetings on behalf of
my office.

Alex loved his plants, enjoyed nature, golf,
greenhouses, cooking, and local coffee and
donut shops. He was an avid photographer
and always on an adventure that often in-
cluded enjoying time with his partner, Emily,
and their dogs, Gunner, Jane, and Nora. Alex
had visited over 20 national parks. He was
passionate about using outdoor activities as a
means of helping other veterans and em-
braced the activities and serenity nature had
to offer. Tragically he passed away on April 4,
2021 in a visit to Death Valley National Park.

We find comfort in knowing that Alex spent
his last days doing what he enjoyed alongside
a person he loved. We have no doubt that his
heroic actions during the hike that ended so
tragically helped keep his partner, Emily, alive
until search and rescue brought her to safety.

| want to thank the community from Tucson
and beyond for the outpouring of support dur-
ing these difficult months, as well as the Na-
tional Park Service and other federal and local
partners who deployed every available re-
source to locate Alex and Emily. To know Alex
was to know someone who had boundless en-
ergy for life and who was focused on making
a difference in the lives of others. His loss has
left a void in the hearts of his colleagues and
his family. He will forever be a part of our fam-
ily, and my heart is with his parents, Joe and
Ruth, and his loving partner Emily. Our Nation
has lost a hero. | am thankful to have known
Alexander Lofgren.

———

TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE LIFE OF
CLAYTON EDWARD FRANCIS
DERDERIAN

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Clayton Edward Francis
Derderian, who passed away at his home on
May 16, 2021, at the very young age of 15,
having fought a long battle against a dev-
astating form of brain and spinal cancer for 12
years of his much-too-short life.

Clay was known to family and friends as
Clay-Bear, Chili Bean, Mr. Dunderfuss, and
Busby. He was an aspiring chef, inventor, and
entrepreneur. He was a braille reader but al-
ways preferred to be read to, ideally “in char-
acter”. At mealtime he often announced: “| am
not hungry, what's for dessert?” He loved a
good joke or a good story and despite his dis-
ease, somehow managed to love life and es-
pecially the people around him.

Clay leaves his mother, Mary Bannon, fa-
ther, JD Derderian, sister Grace Derderian
and grandmothers Rainette Bannon and Inez
Derderian, as well as loving aunts, uncles and
cousins.

The tributes paid to Clay by those who
knew him well say he was wise beyond his
years, that he could make a whole room smile
with just a few words, and that he was wel-
coming and always smiling. He was an amaz-
ingly funny person with a great sense of
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humor and brought joy and sweetness to
every interaction.

Madam Speaker, | ask the entire House of
Representatives to join me in expressing our
deepest condolences to Clay’s family on their
profound loss. May they take solace from
knowing that their beloved son was given the
best care possible and that he was loved
deeply. | believe he is now with the angels,
making them laugh and brightening heaven,
just as he did during his life with us on earth.

———

COMMEMORATING THE “GO FOR
BROKE” FOREVER STAMP

HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Ms. CHU. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
join Congressmember ED CASE and my col-
leagues in the Congressional Asian Pacific
American Caucus to commemorate the “Go
For Broke” Forever Stamp issued by the U.S.
Postal Service earlier this month. This stamp
honors the over 30,000 Japanese American
soldiers of the 100th Battalion and the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team who bravely served
our country during World War Il. Despite fac-
ing intense racism and discrimination, these
soldiers fought valiantly to defend our nation
and went on to become the most highly deco-
rated military unit in U.S. history.

The courage of this all Japanese American
military unit is exemplified in their work to en-
sure that no American solider was left behind
during the war. In late 1944, Allied troops
were pushing towards Germany, facing some
of the fiercest resistance yet, and liberating
French territory along the way. Looking to take
advantage of these gains, the men of the
141st Regiment—made up of mostly Texans—
moved quickly through dense forests and
mountains until they unknowingly became sep-
arated from the rest of their fellow soldiers.
Surrounded by Germans, with both tempera-
tures and supplies running low, and special or-
ders from Hitler himself not to let these troops
escape no matter the cost, the situation was
desperate.

And so, to save these men, we turned to
the one division we knew had what it would
take to push through: the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team—a segregated unit consisting
entirely of Japanese American troops. For six
days, this unit fought with almost no rest until
they pierced the German lines. When one of
the trapped Texans finally saw who was com-
ing to their rescue he said, “To our great
pleasure it was members of the 442nd Com-
bat Team. We were overjoyed to see these
people for we knew them as the best fighting
men in [the European theater].”

One of the men from the 442nd who was
there that day, Ted Ohira, says that was no
accident. Because of the prejudice of the time
and the assumption that Japanese Americans
could not be trusted, Ohira says these Japa-
nese American soldiers were subjected to
some of the roughest basic training. But he
was proud of what he went through, saying it
meant they were able to take more, endure
more, and go further than anyone. They called
this their “Go For Broke” mentality, which is
exactly what they did in risking everything to
rescue the 221 men of the famous “Lost Bat-
talion.”
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And yet, even as men like Ted Ohira were
risking and losing their lives for our country,
their families back home were facing unbeliev-
able discrimination. In fact, while Ted Ohira
was in Europe, his future wife Chiz and her
family were being forced onto a bus just down
the street from their Los Angeles grocery store
and driven to a prison camp in Arizona. Chiz
and her family were just some of the over
120,000 Japanese Americans to be wrongfully
imprisoned at this time due to President Roo-
sevelt's shameful Executive Order 9066.

But for these “Go For Broke” Japanese
Americans, their patriotism was more impor-
tant than somebody else’s prejudice. And in
2011, the U.S. Congress awarded these Japa-
nese American Nisei veterans with the Con-
gressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian
honor that Congress can bestow. And yet, too
many still do not know about their incredible
service to our nation.

That is why, in 2016, | led a letter along with
the late Congressmember Mark Takai, signed
by 33 Members of the House and Senate, urg-
ing the U.S. Postal Service to preserve and
share this inspiring story through a commemo-
rative stamp. This was not only to recognize
and honor the service and sacrifice of some of
our most heroic soldiers. It was also to inspire
others through their example of courage, loy-
alty, and undying patriotism. And I'm so glad
that we now have a “Go For Broke” Forever
Stamp to honor the thousands of Japanese
Americans who signed up to defend freedoms
they themselves could not enjoy.

This stamp was so important to me because
it sent a powerful message that even when
our government is not living up to our values,
there are millions of Americans from all back-
grounds who will risk their lives for those val-
ues. And | am proud that | am not alone.
Starting in 2005, people like Chiz Ohira and
the Nisei movement have been tireless in their
work to make sure more Americans under-
stand the service of the Japanese American
soldiers in World War II.

I’'m grateful for their years of hard work in
helping make this stamp a reality, and I'm so
proud that future generations will continue to
be inspired by this patriotic service.

———

TRIBUTE TO BRIG. GEN. MILFORD
BEAGLE, JR.

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a good friend and one
of our Nations great military leaders as he
transfers command. Brigadier General Milford
Beagle, Jr., a native son of South Carolina,
has led Fort Jackson in his home state since
2018, and is leaving to take on his next as-
signment as commanding general of the U.S.
Army’s 10th Mountain Division (Light) at Fort
Drum in New York.

A native of Enoree, South Carolina, and a
graduate of Woodruff High School, Gen. Bea-
gle is the great-grandson of Private Walter
Beagles, who trained at Camp Jackson in a
segregated labor battalion in 1918. One hun-
dred years later, Gen. Beagle served three
years as commander of the Army base where
his greatgrandfather faced discrimination. The
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twist of fate is not lost on Gen. Beagle, who
has said, “| am a Buffalo Soldier, | am a Har-
lem Hellfighter—you see, | am what a Black
soldier set out to be in the early 1900s and
even beyond that point. They wanted to be
viewed as equal, they wanted to dispute the
myths about Blacks being soldiers. They want-
ed to prove they were worthy enough to wear
the uniform of our nation.” | believe he has ful-
filled the dreams and aspirations of so many
Black soldiers who came before him.

Gen. Beagle’s path to leadership began at
my alma mater, South Carolina State Univer-
sity. There he was a track athlete and grad-
uated with military distinction in 1990. He is
part of S.C. State’s tremendous legacy as one
of the largest educators of minority Army offi-
cers in the country. He went on to earn two
master's degrees from Kansas State Univer-
sity and the U.S. Army School of Advanced
Military Studies.

During his 31-year career, Gen. Beagle has
served with five regiments, the 3rd U.S. Infan-
try Regiment, the 6th Infantry, the 9th Infantry,
the 35th Infantry, and the 41st Infantry Regi-
ment, and with five divisions, the 2nd Infantry
Division, the 2nd Armored Division, the 5th In-
fantry Division, the 10th Mountain Division
(Light), and the 25th Infantry Division. His key
staff assignments include service as a planner
and operations officer at battalion and brigade
level, and as Chief Plans Branch, G3, Eighth
Army, Republic of Korea. On the Joint and
Army Staff, he served as the Joint Strategic
Planner and later Executive Assistant to the
Director, J-7, as well as the Division Chief, J—-
5, Joint Improvised Explosive Device Defeat
Organization. On the Army Staff, he served as
the Executive Officer to the Vice Chief of Staff
of the Army.

Gen. Beagle’s combat and operational ex-
perience include tours with Operation Iraqi
Freedom and Operation Inherent Resolve in
Iraq and Operation Enduring Freedom in Af-
ghanistan.

Gen. Beagle is married to the former Pam-
ela Jones, a native of Blackville, South Caro-
lina. The couple has two children, Jordan and
Jayden, one an Army Lieutenant and the other
a college student.

During his years at Fort Jackson, Gen. Bea-
gle has become a community leader and role
model. He helped secure the greater Midlands
area the recognition as a “Great American De-
fense Community.” He has earned the acco-
lades of Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin and
Columbia Chamber of Commerce CEO Carl
Blackstone. | join them in commending his tre-
mendous involvement in the community.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and our col-
leagues to join me in saluting the extraor-
dinary service of Brigadier General Beagle. He
has distinguished himself as a leader in the
military and in the community. He commands
the respect of those he leads and those he
serves. | am proud to call him a friend, and |
wish him well as he continues his service to
this great country.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ANDY BIGGS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, on Tuesday,
June 15, 2021, | missed the vote on passage
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of H.R. 239. Had | been present, | would have
voted NAY on Roll Call No. 160 (H.R. 239).

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF JOHN LOWNDES

HON. STEPHANIE N. MURPHY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise to honor my constituent, John Foy
Lowndes, who passed away on February 12,
2021, at the age of 90, after a long and illus-
trious life.

John was born in Medford, Massachusetts
and raised in Durham, North Carolina. He
graduated from Durham High School in 1949
and went to work as an assistant foreman in
a tobacco factory. Later that year he gave up
the tobacco job and enrolled at Duke Univer-

sity.

\éarly in his freshman year, John joined the
Marine Corps Reserve and was given the rank
of Corporal in the Platoon Leaders group.
When he graduated from Duke in 1953, he
was made a Second Lieutenant.

After a brief stint as a traveling soap sales-
man for Proctor & Gamble, John accepted a
Marine Corps invitation to The Basic School
and then went on to Air Control School. He
was stationed in Miami, among other places,
and he fell in love with Florida.

In 1955, John left Miami and active duty
with the Marine Corps and returned to Durham
to attend the Duke University School of Law,
graduating first in his class.

After law school, John moved to Central
Florida. He practiced law in Daytona Beach,
and then in Orlando with the Anderson and
Rush law firm.

In 1969, John and three of his law partners
decided to launch their own firm. The firm
would flourish, becoming one of the largest
and most prestigious in the state.

Beyond his work as an attorney, John was
a pillar of his Central Florida community.

He chaired—or served on—many boards,
including the Orange County Bar, the Orlando
Museum of Art, Winter Park Memorial Hospital
(now AdventHealth Winter Park), the Winter
Park Health Foundation, Friends of the
Mennella Museum, the Holocaust Center of
Florida, and the UCF Foundation.

John shared an enthusiasm for arts and cul-
ture with his wife Rita, and they were instru-
mental in building and naming the John & Rita
Lowndes Shakespeare Center in Loch Haven
Park, which opened in 2001.

John lived a rich and full life, doing well and
doing good, contributing his time and energy
to the causes he cared about, and always
making a positive difference.

| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
John Foy Lowndes.

JAMES GOLDEN
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud James Golden
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for receiving the Gold Medalist Congressional
Award for 2021.

The Congressional Award is a prestigious
award from the United States Congress and is
awarded to young Americans who dem-
onstrate excellence in four program areas:
Voluntary Public Service, Personal Develop-
ment, Physical Fitness and Expedition/Explo-
ration. The program recognizes young people
who strive to challenge themselves and reach
new goals.

James received this award because of his
determination, hard work and achievements in
these program areas. This year, James is
being awarded the Gold Medalist Congres-
sional Award—the highest honor and a tre-
mendous accomplishment.

This type of achievement can only be at-
tained with hard work and perseverance, both
of which have been exemplified by James. |
applaud students like James who work to
make the most of their education, commit to
being lifelong learners and develop a work
ethic and new skills which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
James Golden for his work to earn the Gold
Medalist Congressional Award. | have no
doubt he will exhibit the same dedication and
character in all of his future accomplishments.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF ORLAND FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

HON. MARIE NEWMAN

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Ms. NEWMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the service of the brave first re-
sponders of the Orland Fire Protection District.

This exemplary fire district has shown tre-
mendous dedication to protecting the lives and
property of the residents of Orland Park,
Orland Hills, and unincorporated areas of
Orland Township. Due to their excellence,
Orland Fire Protection District is recognized as
one of the best fire department organizations
in lllinois and the country. Chief Michael
Schofield’s First Command Team and his first
responder units have won national awards for
their quick response times, high cardiac save
rates, and efficient processes and procedures.
Further, Orland Fire is 1 of 84 internationally
recognized agencies with both an ISO Class 1
rating and accredited agency status with the
Commission on Fire Accreditation International
(CFAI). They displayed their commendable
service during the COVID-19 Pandemic when
they created a first of its kind response model
to address the immediate needs of the com-
munity.

| honor their strong leadership, resourceful-
ness, and innovation in dealing with the ef-
fects of COVID-19 directly and swiftly. Their
drive to share knowledge, equipment, and re-
sources will cut inefficiencies and save even
more lives. | thank the Orland Fire Protection
District for their service, resiliency, and brav-
ery. | honor their dedication, not only today,
but every day. They are our heroes.
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HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
DR. THOMAS J. HYNES, JR.

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor an extraordinary
Georgian and a great American, Dr. Thomas
J. Hynes, Jr., outgoing President of Clayton
State University.

Dr. Hynes is retiring as President of Clayton
State University (CSU) after over ten years of
serving the institution with honor and distinc-
tion. During this time, he has led the Univer-
sity to success and growth and helped secure
Clayton State’s position at the forefront of
Peach State academics. Beloved by Lakers
across campus, the leadership of Dr. Hynes
has empowered students and greatly strength-
ened the CSU community.

Throughout his career, Dr. Hynes has com-
mitted himself to service through education.
He previously served as Provost and Vice
President of Academic Affairs and Professor
of Mass Communication at the University of
West Georgia. Prior to his time at West Geor-
gia, he served in various departments at the
University of Louisville for eighteen years. Out-
side of his university experience, Dr. Hynes
has greatly benefitted our community. He has
served as the overall Chair for the Clayton
County Chamber of Commerce, the Chair of
the Chamber’s Education Committee, a mem-
ber of the Fayette County and Metro Atlanta
Chambers of Commerce, and on the Atlanta
Regional Commission, amongst many other
local and national positions. | express my
deepest appreciation for the dedication that
Dr. Hynes has given to the Thirteenth District
and the state of Georgia.

Throughout his various tenures, Dr. Hynes
has instilled his students and others around
him with exemplary values. He has led by ex-
ample to reflect the importance of service to
our communities. He has facilitated and en-
couraged an open exchange of ideas, a prin-
ciple too often overlooked in a contentious
world. Dr. Hynes has taught his students to
pursue excellence through knowledge and to
uplift themselves through a quest to reach
their full potential. | am deeply grateful to Dr.
Hynes for the impact he has left on future
generations and | thank him for his ability to
connect with his students in such a powerful
way.

Madam Speaker, | congratulate Dr. Hynes
on his retirement from Clayton State University
and | wish him continued success, health, and
happiness in the future. CSU is also prepared
for continued greatness, thanks to Dr. Hynes’
commitment to Strategic Plan 2022, an initia-
tive that will give students the resources they
need to succeed in a changing world, with an
emphasis on community involvement.

May God continue to bless Dr. Thomas J.
Hynes, Jr., and Clayton State University.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MEYER
SHANK RACING

HON. TROY BALDERSON

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. BALDERSON. Madam Speaker, con-
gratulations to Meyer Shank Racing on win-
ning this year’s Indianapolis 500! Based in
Licking County, Meyer Shank Racing launched
in 1994 and is currently expanding operations
in Pataskala. It's taken a lot of hard work and
determination to get to this point, and this
team deserves every bit of success. Helio
Castroneves excelled behind the wheel during
a riveting race this year. Mike Shank is re-
markable and has led this team to many ac-
complishments. It's such a joy to watch this
team thrive, and | wish them all the best in
their future competitions.

GREENWOOD DESIGNATION
HON. KEVIN HERN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. HERN. Madam Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize that Tulsa’s Greenwood Business District
has been added to the National Register of
Historic Places.

Nearly erased by the 1921 Tulsa Race Mas-
sacre, the Greenwood Business District
helped provide a foundation for African Amer-
ican resilience and success. Today, the busi-
ness district has more than 30 African Amer-
ican owned businesses in the last brick build-
ings on Greenwood Avenue in Tulsa.

Placement on the National Register for His-
toric Places opens possibilities for business
and property owners to seek historic preserva-
tion and property improvement.

The preservation of history is critical, and
I'm glad to see this portion of Tulsa receive
the historical recognition it deserves.

——————

HONORING CAPTAIN ANDREW G.
WILLIAMS

HON. MIKE KELLY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | would like to include in the RECORD the
following speech that was written by local But-
ler, Pennsylvania historian and my constituent,
Bill May. It was delivered at a headstone dedi-
cation ceremony for Civil War veteran Andrew
Gomer Williams. Mr. Williams was a longtime
resident of Butler where he practiced law.
Born in Richmond, Virginia, Williams fought for
the Union in the Civil War as a member of the
63rd Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. He also
attended Duff's Business College and was a
tradesman, nail-maker, bookkeeper, and no-
tary public. Willams served the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania as a member of the
state House of Representatives and state
Senate as well as the Soldiers’ Orphans
School Commission. After a long life of service
to his community and our Nation, Mr. Williams
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died on April 6, 1923 in Butler and was in-
terred in the North Side Cemetery.

Mr. Williams is an American hero, which is
why Chad Slater began placing the “Grand
Army of the Republic” star and flag at his
grave. The Grand Army of the Republic was a
fraternal organization composed of veterans of
the American Civil War. However, since Wil-
liams was not identified on his headstone as
a veteran, the star and flag were routinely re-
moved. As a result, Mr. Slater, Jason Tindall,
and VFW 249 began a quest to install a prop-
er headstone that would appropriately recog-
nize Mr. Williams’ service to the people of But-
ler, Western Pennsylvania, and our country. |
thank each of them for working to preserve
this vital piece of American history for future
generations.

(By Bill May)

“Monuments are as old as our race and all
along the history of the dim and dusty age
down to the bright and joyous present we
have been perpetuating the memory of he-
roic men’’. These eloquent words, so very ap-
propriate this morning, are not mine, but
were the actual words of Andrew Gomer Wil-
liams whose monument we gather here this
morning to dedicate. He delivered them in a
speech on September 11, 1889 on the Gettys-
burg Battlefield during ceremonies dedi-
cating the monument to his regiment, the
63rd PA Volunteers, who fought during the
famous battle on July 1 through the 3rd of
1863. Much like they gathered on that field
132 years ago, we gather here today on this
field to perpetuate the memory of a heroic
man.

Ironically, Williams, who had fought for
the Union, was born in Richmond VA, the
Capital of the Confederacy on September 8,
1840 to a Welsh immigrant father and an
Eastern Maryland mother. His family moved
from Richmond to Pittsburgh in 1847 and
from Pittsburgh to Etna one year later. The
recipient of very little education, Andrew
Williams went to work as a nail cutter in the
local factory at the young age of 10.

Maybe it was the sense of patriotism that
swelled in Andrew Williams heart or maybe
it was wanting to escape the dullness of fac-
tory work for the great unknown adventure
of war, but regardless of the reason, we do
know that at age 21 in 1861, Williams was
helping to raise three companies of men to
become part of the newly created 63rd PA
Volunteers and leave the smoky city for the
battlefields of his native South. He was
elected Captain of Company E, but declined
the honor and the rank to initially serve as
their 3rd Sargent when their 3 years of serv-
ice began on September 9 of 1861.

He was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant on the
field during the Second Battle of Bull in 1862
and then in the Spring of 1863 he was pro-
moted to the rank of Captain of Company E
of the 63rd PA Volunteers. He fought in over
a dozen battles and was wounded four times
including at the Charles City Crossroads on
June 30, 1862 and again at The Battle of Fred-
ericksburg on December 13, 1862. 1863 would
find Williams leading his men at the Battles
of Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg. During
the Battle of the Wilderness on May 5, 1864
Williams was thought to have been mortally
wounded after being struck in the left tem-
ple by a Confederate minie’ ball and left for
dead. Miraculously he was found barely alive
four days later on the Wilderness Battlefield.
He was mustered out with the rest of his
regiment on August 6, 1864. Williams would
carry the external scars from the near fatal
wound for the rest of his life.

After his return home to Etna, he was un-
able to work for the next 3 years due to his
wounds. He entered Duff’s Business College
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in Pittsburgh to become a bookkeeper and
also read law at home. In 1868, following his
father’s death in a boiler explosion at the
Fort Pitt Foundry, he was forced to return
to cutting nails in the Etna Rolling Mill to
help support his family while continuing his
law studies at night. Besides his father’s
tragic death, Williams throughout his life
experienced the deaths of 13 members of his
family by explosions, railroad accidents,
burnings and drowning.

In spite of all the personal and family trau-
ma, Andrew G. Williams marched on and
came to Butler in 1875 and upon being admit-
ted to the Butler Bar the following year he
immediately formed a partnership with
Alexander Mitchell. This partnership would
last until Mitchell’s death 40 years later.
During these four decades together the men
claimed to never have had an argument or
ever having signed a lease for their office on
the Diamond with their word as their bond.
The only day in the entire history of their
practice they did not open was when both
men’s Civil War Regiments were holding re-
unions on the same date in Pittsburgh. The
two lawyers closed up shop each afternoon at
precisely 4:45 p.m. It was said that people
along their walking route home could set
their watches by their passing. The house
Andrew Williams came home to each night
was the home he built in 1887 for his second
wife and their 3 sons and 1 daughter and for
his 3 children from his deceased first wife.

Williams’ military service in the Civil War
continued to play an important role in his
life with his membership in the local chapter
of the Grand Army of the Republic or GAR,
a Civil War veterans’ group and contributing
his time to help those survivors scarred by
the effects of the war. He helped Civil War
soldier spouses such as a Mrs. Kettenburgh
of Edgewood whose husband had served with
Williams and who came to Butler in 1908 ac-
companied by her two sisters to apply for a
Civil War Widow’s Pension. Kettenburgh pre-
sented Williams with the photo displayed in
front of me taken just a few days before Wil-
liam’s near fatal wounding at the Wilder-
ness. He also volunteered serving on the
Board of Directors of the Civil War Orphans
Home that was located on Butler’s Institute
Hill from 1867 until moving to Mercer Coun-
ty in 1905.

Outside of his legal practice and his Civil
War related activities, Williams served one
term in the Pennsylvania House of Rep-
resentatives and four years in the Pennsyl-
vania State Senate. He also served for 20
years as the Choir Director of Butler’s First
Methodist Church and rose to the rank of
Grand Commander Knights of Templar of the
State of Pennsylvania in the Masons.

After a full life, devoted to his nation, his
church, his community and most impor-
tantly his family, Andrew Gomer Williams
died in his North McKean Street home on
April 6, 1923 from pneumonia at the age of 83
@ 10:40 p.m. Fittingly for a man who had
been a soldier in the Civil War, his funeral
and burial were held on April 9th the same
day only 58 years earlier that Robert E. Lee
had surrendered his Confederate Army to
Union General Ulysses S. Grant at a place
called Appomattox Courthouse Virginia.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE
AND MEMORY OF MS. RAFAELA
“LALI” GARCIA

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with a heavy heart to commemorate the
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life of Ms. Rafaela Garcia and to pay tribute to
her monumental legacy in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. Ms. Garcia, known as “Lali” to her fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors, lived a life of serv-
ice, selflessness, and passionate advocacy.
She was ambitious and tenacious, with the
goal of improving life for the Latino community
guiding her work every step of the way. As |
stand here today, | can confidently say that we
all owe Lali an enormous debt of gratitude for
the progress she fostered towards racial
equality, advancing the cause of a historically
marginalized population by championing equal
opportunity and political representation. Lali’'s
dedication to serving the Latino community as
an activist, community member, and office
holder defined her 93 years spent on this
earth and improved the lives of thousands.
Lali uplifted the voices of those in need and
left a profound impact on every person who
crossed her path.

Born in 1927, Lali observed and experi-
enced discrimination against the Latino com-
munity along with the severe lack of political
representation for non-white citizens. During
her youth, Lali used the discrimination she
faced in everyday life as a source of motiva-
tion to fight for change. Years later, Lali
shared stories from this time in her life to re-
mind us of our history and the progress we
have made. Lali remembered movie theaters
with segregated seating, jails without due
process for people of color, restaurants that
barred admission for Latinos, and inferior edu-
cational opportunities for Latino students.
Lal’s passion for social advocacy started
young, at the age of 13, when she first visited
the Guadalupe Center in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. The Center, at that time, was dedicated
to administering a school and clinic for under-
privileged immigrants who settled in the mid-
western city. Even at this young age, Lali saw
the potential for the Center to become a vi-
brant community gathering place, a structure
to fight against the social inequities she wit-
nessed, and a pillar of the Latino community.
As Lali served for forty-six years on the Cen-
ter's Board of Directors, this vision came to
fruition, with three terms as the Board Presi-
dent. She oversaw a massive expansion of
the services provided by the Center, advanc-
ing opportunities, services, and protection for
the Latino community. Today, largely in part to
Lal’s commitment, the Center has grown to
provide healthcare, education, financial assist-
ance, childcare, workforce development, and
more. We are forever indebted to Lali’'s work
to transform this organization as it continues
to provide opportunities, support, and stability
for newly arrived immigrants and Kansas City
natives alike. Her legacy challenges each of
us to continue making Kansas City a wel-
coming place for immigrants to find a home,
celebrate their culture, and become part of the
community. As we follow in her footsteps, we
must strive to ensure that all those who make
the journey to the United States feel valued,
cherished, and loved—the same way Lali
made all of us feel.

Beyond her immeasurable work at the Cen-
ter, Lali was a fierce advocate for political
equality and representation for the Latino com-
munity. Lali understood the importance of re-
sponsive leaders who use their positions in
the halls of government to protect and uplift all
members of the community, regardless of race
or ethnicity. She also recognized the need for
leaders who would advocate for the fair and
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equal treatment of the Latino community. In
1989, Lali founded La Raza Political Club.
Under her leadership, La Raza elected many
of the first Latinos to public office in Kansas
City, finally creating a seat at the table for her
community. During her time with La Raza, Lali
registered new voters, fought back against dis-
crimination at the polls, and proved the impor-
tance of perceptive leadership. By registering
hundreds of Latino voters, Lali amplified their
voices and worked to create a more just, equi-
table, and accepting nation. We are called to
pick up this duty where Lali left off and to em-
phasize the importance of political engage-
ment in all communities.

A short recognition cannot adequately de-
scribe the breadth of Lali’s tireless work build-
ing community resources, political representa-
tion, and cultural acceptance. At the end of
her life, amidst a global pandemic, her work
never ceased. Lali served as a member of the
Guadalupe Centers Board of Directors; the
Jackson County Ethics, Human Relations, &
Citizen Complaints Commission; and the Civil
Rights Consortium. She was also a member of
the Union Cultural Mexicana Ladies Auxiliary
and a full-time volunteer at the Casa Felix
Senior Center. Lali was also appointed to the
Guadalajara Sister City Commission and the
Port Authority Board of Commissioners and
has served on the Mayor's Prayer Breakfast
Committee since 1987. Intentional acts of
humble service filled each minute of her life.
Lali’'s commitment to those around her teach-
es us what it means to be an outspoken and
selfless advocate and to meaningfully partici-
pate in the community.

Lali’s life reminds us that a single individual
relentlessly fighting for what is right can, in
fact, change the world around us. Change re-
quires a person with the courage to acknowl-
edge the unjust, the persistence to carry on
through hardship, the will to protest loudly,
and the spirit to fight until all are seen as
equal. For Lali, this all came naturally, and her
leadership has left a legacy that will continue
to change lives for generations to come.
Madam Speaker, let us rise each day and ask
ourselves, as Lali Garcia did, how we can
positively impact our community. Today, and
every day, let us be fervent in service, gentle
in heart, and motivated by love—just like Lali
before us.

———

RECOGNIZING THE GRAND OPEN-
ING OF THE EDWARD AMBURG
HISTORY MUSEUM

HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the Grand
Opening of the Edward Amburg History Mu-
seum in Grafton, lllinois, which will take place
on Saturday, June 19, 2021.

At age 83, Edward Amburg passed away in
November of 2018. He is remembered by the
community for his dedication to historical re-
search of his beloved community.

Thanks to Ed’s efforts the City of Grafton re-
ceived funding to build a museum focused on
its storied past. The museum will include doc-
uments and artifacts donated by the Grafton
Historical Society that will represent the rich
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boat making, manufacturing, and farming his-
tory that Grafton is known for.

Ed’s passion and dedication for the history
of Grafton will carry on through the museum
that bears his name.

Again, | thank Ed for the legacy he left be-
hind and congratulations to his wife Bobbie
and the entire community. | look forward to
visiting this great addition to the City of Graf-
ton.

————————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE MAYOR
RUDY DURHAM

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the public service career of
Rudy Durham, the former mayor of Lewisville,
Texas. Mayor Durham devoted almost 30
years of his life in service to his hometown.

Mayor Durham’s second 3-year term as
mayor of Lewisville concluded in May 2021,
ending 27 consecutive years of service in pub-
lic office. Prior to his election to the Lewisville
City Council in 1994, he volunteered as a
member of the Planning and Zoning commis-
sion. He served as a city councilman for ten
years prior to his first run for mayor.

In his business career, he was a Profes-
sional Appraiser and Real Estate Broker, and
he retired as Chief Appraiser for the Denton
Central Appraisal District in 2019. Mayor Dur-
ham takes great pride in being a fourth-gen-
eration Lewisville resident and he is the fifth
Lewisville High School alumnus to serve as
the city’s mayor. During his high school ath-
letic career, Mayor Durham qualified for two
state meets in shotput and played on the 1972
state finalist football team. His work on behalf
of his community since his graduation in 1974
has merited him a place in the Lewisville High
School Hall of Fame.

Under his leadership, Lewisville has contin-
ued to grow and thrive, even under the difficult
circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic. |
am pleased to join the residents and busi-
nesses of Lewisville in commending Mayor
Durham for his efforts to protect his constitu-
ents and enhance their quality of life. As
Mayor Durham returns to private life, | would
like to thank him for his longstanding devotion
to his community and wish him the very best
in all his future endeavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, yesterday, due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances, | was unable to vote in Roll Call
number 162 on H.R. 1443. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
number 162.
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CONGRATULATING CAMAS HIGH
SCHOOL ON COMPETING IN THE
FINALS OF THE 2021 AMERICAN
ROCKET CHALLENGE

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Madam Speak-
er, today, | would like to recognize Camas
High School for its exemplary achievements in
the 2021 American Rocketry Challenge. The
Camas High School team qualified for the Na-
tional Finals and competed at the highest level
against other high schools across the country.

| am so proud of our students for pursuing
their passions in STEM and dedicating their
extra-curricular time to learning and inno-
vating. The American Rocketry Challenge al-
lowed the students to design, build, and
launch model rockets, which exposed the
team to different forms of engineering, prob-
lem solving, and teamwork. And of course, the
product of all their hard work was that they
reached new heights that I'm sure many
thought wasn’t possible. It always amazes me
what our high school students are able to ac-
complish.

Congratulations to our Camas High School
team for earning this great honor. | would like
to thank the students, teachers, and parents
for their commitment to STEM education in
Southwest Washington.

——————

RECOGNIZING SAMANTHA AND
ALEXANDER EDWARDS’
ACHIEVEMENTS

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker,
one of the great honors that | have as a
United States Congressman is to nominate
young adults from my District for admission to
our Nation’s service academies, and during
my time in Congress | have become ac-
quainted with many fine young persons who
have sought a nomination to one of the serv-
ice academies. Today, | rise to give recogni-
tion to two such young persons who are my
constituents, Samantha Scott Edwards and
Alexander Thompson Edwards, from Mercer
Island, Washington.

In 2018, | nominated Samantha to the
United States Military Academy Class of 2022,
and this spring | nominated Samantha’s broth-
er Alex to the United States Military Academy
Class of 2025. This coming academic year
Samantha will be a senior at West Point, while
Alex will be a freshman plebe, and both Alex
and Samantha will be competing on the West
Point varsity swim team. While it is not un-
usual for West Point cadets to have relatives
who have attended West Point, it is uncom-
mon for a brother and sister to attend West
Point at the same time, let alone compete on
the same athletic team.

Samantha and Alex are incredibly talented
in the pool and classroom and both have been
named as Academic All Americans by USA
Swimming.

Samantha now holds two West Point
records in relay events and is in the all-time
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Academy top 10 rankings for her individual
times in the 100 yard and 200 yard freestyle
events. For her Senior year at West Point,
Samantha has been appointed as a Team
Academic Mentor, which is a recognition of
Samantha’s own scholarship as well as her
ability to provide scholastic mentorship to
other team members.

In addition to earning Academic All-Amer-
ican status from USA Swimming for his scho-
lastic achievements, Alex served as Captain of
his high school swim team and received his
high school's 2020 “Excellence in Elective
Studies in History” Award. In recognition of his
accomplishments in the pool, the National
Interscholastic Swim Coaches Association has
twice designated Alex as an All-American
swimmer.

As their Congressman and Chairman of the
House Armed Services Committee, | am
pleased that Alex and Samantha have each
chosen to attend West Point to become offi-
cers in the United States Army. Given their
academic achievements, as well as their ath-
letic talents, these outstanding young adults
could have gone to any number of fine univer-
sities—that they have chosen to attend West
Point and serve our Nation’s Armed Forces
speaks volumes about their character and
commitment.

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize
Samantha and Alex. | am proud they are my
constituents, look forward to great things from
them, and wish them the very best in the fu-
ture.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICAN PHYS-
ICAL THERAPY ASSOCIATION

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. BEYER. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the 100th anniversary of the
American Physical Therapy Association.

The APTA is the leading professional mem-
bership organization for the physical therapy
profession, with a mission to build a commu-
nity that advances the profession and im-
proves the health of society.

As the predecessors to modern-day physical
therapists, reconstruction aides were strong
women who played an integral role in the re-
covery of many soldiers during World War I.
Through their work, they demonstrated the
value of the physical therapy and the impact
it would have in the future of American
healthcare.

The vision of the physical therapy profes-
sion is to transform society by optimizing
movement to improve the human experience.
The efforts to launch a physical therapy edu-
cation program began in 1960, with the first
two classes of physical therapist assistants
entering the workforce in 1969. Throughout its
history, physical therapy has had a role in mili-
tary hospitals, on the response team during
the polio epidemic, and is currently helping
those recovering from the novel coronavirus.

The work of a physical therapist spans
many settings, from hospitals to homes,
schools to veteran facilities. Physical therapy
has been effective at reducing pain and being
a first-line approach that has assisted count-
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less Americans. During these difficult times,
physical therapists and physical therapist as-
sistants have faced their challenges head on,
treating the most vulnerable and working with
those recovering from the severe effects of
COVID-19.

Please join me in commemorating the 100th
Anniversary of the American Physical Therapy
Association.

———

REMEMBERING DR. SAMUEL L.
MYERS, SR.

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, my district,
the State of Maryland, and our country have
lost an extraordinary citizen, an outstanding
contributor to education and leader for Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCUs). Dr. Samuel L. Myers, who was a
trailblazer for equality and a pioneer in eco-
nomics and higher education, passed away at
the age of 101 on January 8 and will be re-
membered at a memorial service later this
month. | was honored to know him and work
closely with him over the years to advance the
important causes he championed.

Born in Baltimore, Dr. Myers was the son of
Jamaican immigrants and grew up in a home
that strongly valued education and public serv-
ice. After earning his undergraduate degree in
1940 from Morgan State University and a
master's degree from Boston University in
1942—both in economics—he was drafted into
the U.S. Army and rose to the rank of Captain
while serving in the Pacific Theater. At the
time, of course, our military was segregated,
and Dr. Myers was a trailblazer in speaking
out against the injustices facing African-Amer-
ican servicemembers, risking court martial.
Following his honorable discharge from serv-
ice in 1946, he studied at Harvard University
and completed his doctorate in economics in
1949, studying with some of the most re-
nowned scholars at that time, including John
Kenneth Galbraith.

As an economist, Dr. Myers focused on in-
equalities and the effects of segregation on Af-
rican-American businesses and families. That
interest led him into government service, and
he worked as a research economist for the
Bureau of Labor Statistics while teaching at
his alma mater of Morgan State. Recognizing
his leadership abilities and his deep commit-
ment to education, Bowie State University se-
lected him as its fourth president in 1968. Dur-
ing his tenure, which lasted until 1977, Dr.
Myers reshaped Maryland’s oldest HBCU and
laid the groundwork for its success, preparing
graduates to seize the opportunities of our
twenty-first century economy. While pioneering
the launch of computer science programs and
new educational practices, he worked to se-
cure funding for new buildings to replace
those that were crumbling and dilapidated,
and he supported students who had protested
against unfair budgets that disadvantaged his-
torically African-American campuses in Mary-
land and nationwide.

In 1977, Dr. Myers stepped down as Presi-
dent of Bowie State University but continued
his passionate commitment to HBCUs. He be-
came President of the National Association for
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Equal Opportunity in Higher Education
(NAFEO) and continued to lead that organiza-
tion for eighteen years. In that capacity, he
lobbied for HBCUs and was instrumental in
the 1980 Executive Order, signed by President
Carter, directing that federal funding for higher
education be prioritized for HBCUs, a principle
that has since been expanded to include insti-
tutions serving Hispanic and Native American
tribal communities. The recipient of many
awards and recognitions for his contributions
to equality in education, Dr. Myers continued
even after his retirement from overseeing
NAFEO to be a leader in this national effort,
chairing the board of Minority Access, which
helps build partnerships between minority-
serving institutions and major research univer-
sities. He was also a longstanding supporter
of foreign language programs and cultural ex-
changes that expand young Americans’ views
of our world and help build bridges with stu-
dents and scholars from other nations.

Dr. Myers will be remembered as a man of
vision and of service. His legacy will not be
forgotten by the millions of students who were
able to access high-quality undergraduate and
graduate programs and pursue their dreams
because of his tireless efforts. Maryland will
long remember Dr. Samuel L. Myers among
the pantheon of our great native sons and
daughters who dedicated their lives and ca-
reers to the improvement of our society, the
expansion of opportunities, and the cause of
justice and equality for all.

| offer my condolences to his children, Dr.
Yvette Myers and Dr. Samuel Myers, Jr.,
along with their families. Their father now joins
their wonderful mother Marion Myers—who
was his partner for sixty-four years—and their
sister Judge Tama Clark, who passed away
last year, in peaceful eternal rest. May his
memory continue to bless and inspire so many
in Maryland and in our country to pursue serv-
ice and help build a more perfect union for fu-
ture generations of Americans.

RECOGNIZING GARY T. JOHNSON
ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mr. Gary T. Johnson on con-
cluding a lengthy and illustrious career as
President and CEO of the Chicago History
Museum.

After nearly three decades of legal practice
in Chicago, Gary made his arrival at the Chi-
cago History Museum in 2005, beginning his
tenure as President by transitioning the Chi-
cago Historical Society into the Chicago His-
tory Museum as we know it today.

For more than 15 years, Gary spent his time
as President focusing on community outreach
and strengthening the institution’s financial ca-
pacity. Along the way, he also headed Muse-
ums in the Park, a group of 11 museums on
land owned by the Chicago Park District.

During his time as President, Gary brought
significant improvements to the museum. He
completed a $27 million campaign and imple-
mented the Museum’s 2006 “reinvention,”
which included renovating 75 percent of its
space, announcing a name change, and in-
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stalling the highly praised Exelon Crossroads
exhibition, the Museum’s foundational over-
view of Chicago history. Additionally, he in-
creased the museum’s annual attendance by
89 percent over a 10-year period and ex-
tended school visits to 60,000 students annu-
ally.

One of Gary’s most important and more re-
cent accomplishments was the completion of
the landmark five-year, $50 million This Is Chi-
cago campaign, an effort which involved rais-
ing $11 million for the museum’s endowment,
acquiring millions of artifacts, increasing edu-
cation program offerings, and more.

Educated at Yale College, Oxford Univer-
sity, and Harvard Law School, Gary never lost
his commitment to supporting the educational
aspirations of students in Chicago and be-
yond. For over ten years, he led the Rhodes
Scholarship selection process for the district
that includes lllinois, while also dedicating his
time to visiting over 300 of Chicago’s grade
schools—bringing with him artifacts from the
Museum’s collection to ensure that all
Chicagoans had access to the city’s greatest
treasures.

Madam Speaker, please join me and all of
our colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives in recognizing Mr. Gary T. Johnson’s
years of service to the City of Chicago and
congratulating him on his retirement.

CONGRATULATING VANCOUVER
ITECH PREPARATORY STUDENTS
ON THE INCLUSION OF THEIR
NATIONAL HISTORY DAY EX-
HIBIT SHOWCASED BY THE
SMITHSONIAN NATIONAL MU-
SEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
AT THE SMITHSONIAN LEARNING
LAB

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize and congratulate
Jonah Campbell, Clark Hegewald, and Grant
Myers of Vancouver iTech Preparatory on
having their National History Day project
showcased by the Smithsonian National Mu-
seum of American History at the Smithsonian
Learning Lab.

Their project, titled “No Need for Trans-
lation: The Apollo-Soyuz Mission”, focuses on
the bilateral cooperation between the United
States and the Soviet Union in ending the
Space Race through the construction of the
first space station. The team placed particular
emphasis on the unprecedented collaboration
between Americans and Soviets at the height
of the Cold War.

For over 40 years, National History Day has
been a stellar opportunity for students across
the country to engage in and expand their
knowledge of American history through re-
search-based projects. | hope that partici-
pating in National History Day has allowed
these students to deepen their appreciation for
the great American history that unites us all.

Once again, | want to congratulate Jonah,
Clark, and Grant on a job well done.
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ARTHROGRYPOSIS MULTIPLEX
CONGENITA AWARENESS DAY

HON. NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the National Day of
Arthrogryposis Multiplex Congenita (AMC) on
Wednesday, June 30, 2021. This condition is
present in 1 in 3,000 babies a year, which
causes many joints of the body to be stiff and
crooked at birth. There are over 400 different
types of AMC, which is an umbrella diagnosis
that derives from many syndromes. This con-
dition is not curable, but it is treatable. A new-
born with AMC lacks the range of motion in
one of more joints, but with early intervention,
therapies can help children achieve their cog-
nitive, social, emotional, and physical develop-
ment goals. New York State has one of the
most active AMC awareness organizations
with grassroots efforts located in my district,
the borough of Staten Island, NY. My con-
stituent, Valerie Pepe, was born with AMC on
June 11, 1967. Valerie now hosts the AMC
Music Festival which helps raise money and
awareness for those affected by AMC. Thank
you for allowing me to recognize her efforts
and to bring awareness to the families af-
fected by AMC. As a member of the Rare Dis-
ease Caucus, it is my hope that Congress will
continue to encourage research and medical
innovation to treat AMC.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained and missed a vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 161.

———

IN HONOR OF ROY LESLIE FOR 50
YEARS AT SHONEY’S OF KNOX-
VILLE, INC.

HON. TIM BURCHETT

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate Roy “Slick” Leslie, who has
had an admirable career at Shoney’s of Knox-
ville, Inc. for 50 years.

When Roy was in high school, he started
working at The Lamp Post Restaurant wash-
ing dishes, sweeping the parking lot, and
cooking, all while helping on the family farm.
In 1970, he married his wife, Donna, and to-
gether they had four children and 11 grand-
children.

In 1971, Roy started working for Shoney’s
of Knoxville, Inc. as a bus boy. He worked his
way up through the ranks to become Man-
ager, Area Supervisor and then Vice President
& Chief Operating Officer. In 2016, he was
promoted to President & Chief Executive Offi-
cer.
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In addition to employing thousands of Ten-
nesseans throughout his career, Roy ap-
proved many financial gifts from Shoney’s of
Knoxville, Inc. focusing on children’s charities,
healthy living, and strong families.

Roy has the respect of everyone who
passes through Shoney’s. People in the com-
munity admire him for his leadership, kind-
ness, and generosity. I'm pleased to commend
him on a successful career full of service and
leadership.

———

ENACTING CLIMATE INFRASTRUC-
TURE AND THE AMERICAN JOBS
PLAN

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to speak about the importance of including cli-
mate change focused provisions in any forth-
coming infrastructure package.

My district of Sacramento, one of the most
flood-prone cities in the nation, relies on mod-
ernized flood control infrastructure to protect
against the threat of inundations intensified by
climate change. Just last year, my home state
of California experienced the wildfire season
on record and this year, we are bracing for
what will be one of the worst droughts in re-
cent decades. All of these are testaments that
the climate crisis is here . . . and we have no
time for half measures.

As we make the most consequential
generational investments on our nation’s
crumbling infrastructure, Congress must

prioritize bold investments in resilience, clean
energy, jobs, and environmental justice while
lowering our carbon footprint to avert the worst
impacts of the climate crisis. The President’s
American Jobs Plan does just that.

As a leader in clean transportation and
strong vehicle emission standards, | am
thrilled to see that the American Jobs Plan will
spark the electric vehicle revolution. The AJP
would build a network of five hundred thou-
sand EV chargers, replace fifty thousand die-
sel transit vehicles with cleaner vehicles, cre-
ate a million jobs in the auto industry, and
help consumers purchase the vehicles of to-
morrow. These infrastructure improvements
are critical to lower transportation emissions,
the largest source of carbon pollution in the
United States, and to decrease tailpipe pollu-
tion which disproportionately impacts commu-
nities of color.

Further, the American Jobs Plan will help us
meet this moment with a visionary agenda that
elevates every community-creating at least 2.7
million jobs in the new green economy and in-
vesting 40 percent of infrastructure funds in
disadvantaged communities.

It is time for Congress to follow the Presi-
dent’s leadership and pass an infrastructure
package that will help us build a cleaner econ-
omy that values workers, communities of
color, and all Americans who need environ-
mental, climate, and economic justice. In
2021, we cannot address infrastructure without
addressing climate change.
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IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT
HILLER

HON. VICKY HARTZLER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mrs. HARTZLER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to acknowledge the service of Robert
Hiller, also known as “Racecar Bob”, on his
efforts to raise money for the Sedalia, Missouri
Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.)
program.

Bob has been serving his community and
the region for over three decades, working
with law enforcement agencies across seven
different states. He has done this with the help
of his iconic racecar—he offers rides and ap-
pears in the program’s annual car show in
order to raise money as well as spread aware-
ness. Next year will be Bob’s 31st appearance
in the car show—the same number as his
racecar.

The Sedalia D.A.R.E. Officers, through
Bob’s efforts, have been able to serve around
20,000 students without having to rely on pub-
lic tax money, and they will be able to do so
for another seven years without needing future
funding. Additionally, the program has been
able to establish two $500 scholarships for
local high school students.

Bob has had an incredible impact in edu-
cating young people about the dangers of sub-
stance abuse and making sure they stay safe
and healthy. We are incredibly grateful for his
service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Madam Speaker, on Tuesday, June 15, 2021,
| inadvertently missed Roll Call vote number
161 on the Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Pass, as Amended, H.R. 3325. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 161.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF DR.
GEORGE BERCI

HON. TED LIEU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. LIEU. Madam Speaker, | rise in recogni-
tion of the tremendous contributions of Dr.
George Berci, a beloved American and resi-
dent of California’s 33rd Congressional Dis-
trict. With decades of work as an inventor, en-
gineer, professor and author, Dr. Berci’s inno-
vative genius and generous spirit has im-
pacted not only the world of medicine but also
laid the foundation for future advancement in
surgical technologies.

Born in Hungary in 1921, Dr. Berci’s family
immigrated to Vienna where he studied the
violin. They returned to Hungary in the late
1930’s when the rise of Nazi Germany forced
thousands of Jewish people to emigrate from
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Austria. He re-learned Hungarian, graduated
from high school, and studied mechanical en-
gineering for three years.

In 1942, Dr. Berci was conscripted into a
forced labor camp in his native Hungary. Near
the end of the war, George escaped a Nazi
march toward Auschwitz and returned behind
German lines to Budapest to find his mother.
He joined the underground where he used his
German language skills to save many still in
the ghetto.

In war ravaged, communist-controlled Hun-
gary, Dr. Berci attended Medical School and
completed his surgical residency. During this
time, he was arrested for confronting the Com-
munist Party, wrote his first research papers,
and escaped during the 1956 Hungarian Rev-
olution to Melbourne, Australia. Following his
escape, he was awarded a Rockefeller Fellow-
ship in surgery in Vienna, Austria. After work-
ing many years in a laboratory, Dr. Berci be-
came an Associate Professor of Surgery in the
Department of Surgery at the University of
Melbourne.

Dr. Berci performed a one-year fellowship at
the University of Seattle and in 1970, accept-
ed the position of Director of Surgical Endos-
copy and Surgical Research at Cedars of Leb-
anon Hospital and later Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center under the chairmanship and
mentorship of the great Leon Morgenstern. He
was later named Clinical Professor of Surgery
at the University of California, Los Angeles
and the University of Southern California.

In his 70-year career, Dr. Berci changed the
face of surgery and anesthesiology by pio-
neering many endoscopic and laparoscopic
techniques that provide the basis for virtually
all minimally invasive surgeries performed
today. George’s many major contributions to
the science and medical communities include
his notable leadership as a part of the Society
of American Gastrointestinal and Endoscopic
Surgeons’ laparoscopic safety and efficiency
training programs. Through this program he
developed the first miniature endoscopic video
camera, creating a video intubation scope and
invented the VITOM surgical video micro-
scope. George also developed other
endoscopic instruments and procedures used
in urology, gynecology, general, and thoracic
surgery, operative laryngology, office laryn-
gology, and pediatric surgery—where his mini-
ature endoscopes allowed endoscopic surgery
in children.

Dr. Berci has been widely recognized for his
work, having been awarded 21 major pres-
tigious awards, including: the Glissan Prize
(Australia) and the American College of
Jacobson Innovation Award. In addition, Karl
Storz Endoscopy endowed a Chair in Surgery
position in his honor, the University of Hun-
gary awarded him an honorary PhD, and Ce-
dars-Sinai Medical Center presented him with
their 2017 Lifetime Achievement Award.

As a prolific speaker, writer, and researcher,
Dr. Berci has delivered hundreds of lectures,
published 12 books and 238 publications in
peer reviewed journals worldwide. His revolu-
tionization of the field of minimally invasive
surgery, and his impact as a mentor to a gen-
eration of surgeons, has made a lasting mark
on the entire medical community.

At 100 years of age, Dr. George Berci con-
tinues to serve the medical community at
Cedar-Sinai’s Hospital in Los Angeles, teach-
ing residents at the Women’s Guild Simulation
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Center for Advanced Clinical Skills, while con-
tinuing his lifelong work creating surgical ad-
vancements in the laboratory. He is truly a
pioneer in the medical field and a great Amer-
ican.

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
June 17, 2021 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

JUNE 22

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry
Subcommittee on Rural Development and
Energy
To hold hearings to examine renewable
energy, focusing on growth and oppor-
tunities for our rural economies.
SD-562
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry
Subcommittee on Rural Development and
Energy
To hold hearings to examine renewable
energy, focusing on growth and oppor-
tunities for rural economies.
SD-562
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the posture
of the Department of the Navy in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2022 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program; to be im-
mediately followed by a closed session
in SVC-217.
SD-G50
10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2022 for the Army.
SD-192
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Brian Eddie Nelson, of Cali-
fornia, to be Under Secretary for Ter-
rorism and Financial Crimes, and Eliz-
abeth Rosenberg, of Vermont, to be As-
sistant Secretary for Terrorist Financ-
ing, both of the Department of the
Treasury.
SD-538
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Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine vaccines, fo-
cusing on America’s shot at ending the
COVID-19 pandemic.
SD-430
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings to examine D.C. state-
hood.
SD-342/VTC
Committee on the Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine Federal sen-
tencing for crack and powder cocaine.
SD-106

2:15 p.m.

Committee on Foreign Relations

Business meeting to consider S. J.Res.
10, to repeal the authorizations for use
of military force against Iraq, S. 1041,
to advance the strategic alignment of
United States diplomatic tools toward
the realization of free, fair, and trans-
parent elections in Nicaragua and to
reaffirm the commitment of the United
States to protect the fundamental free-
doms and human rights of the people of
Nicaragua, S. 65, to ensure that goods
made with forced labor in the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region of the
People’s Republic of China do not enter
the United States market, S. 2000, to
promote the United States-Greece de-
fense partnership, S. 93, to amend the
Global Magnitsky Human Rights Ac-
countability Act to modify the foreign
persons subject to sanctions and to re-
move the sunset for the imposition of
sanctions, S. 1061, to encourage the
normalization of relations with Israel,
S. 14, to identify and combat corrup-
tion in countries, to establish a tiered
system of countries with respect to lev-
els of corruption by their governments
and their efforts to combat such cor-
ruption, and to evaluate foreign per-
sons engaged in grand corruption for
inclusion as specially designated na-
tionals under the Global Magnitsky
Human Rights Accountability Act, S.
Res. 67, calling for the immediate re-
lease of Trevor Reed, a United States
citizen who was unjustly found guilty
and sentenced to 9 years in a Russian
prison, S. Res. 165, calling on the Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation to
provide evidence or to release United
States citizen Paul Whelan, S. Res. 107,
expressing the sense of the Senate re-
lating to the 10th anniversary of the
March 11, 2011, earthquake and tsunami
in Japan, S. Res. 154, congratulating
the people of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan on the centennial of the
founding of the Jordanian state, S. Res.
176, urging all parties in Georgia to
seek prompt implementation of the
agreement signed on April 19, 2021, and
reaffirming the support of the Senate
for Georgia, the territorial integrity of
Georgia, and the aspirations of Geor-
gians to join the Euro-Atlantic com-
munity, the nomination of Michele
Jeanne Sison, of Maryland, to be an
Assistant Secretary of State (Inter-
national Organization Affairs), routine
lists in the foreign service, and other

pending calendar business.
SH-216

2:30 p.m.

Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Airland
To hold hearings to examine moderniza-
tion efforts of the Department of the
Air Force in review of the Defense Au-
thorization Request for fiscal year 2022
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and the Future Years Defense Pro-

gram.
SR-232A
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

Subcommittee on Communication, Media,
and Broadband
To hold hearings to examine building re-
silient networks.
SR-253
Committee on Finance
Subcommittee on International Trade,
Customs, and Global Competitiveness
To hold hearings to examine the stra-
tegic benefits of a multilateral ap-
proach to trade policy in the Asia-Pa-
cific region.
SD-215
Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Intellectual Property
To hold hearings to examine protecting
real innovations by improving patent
quality.
SD-226

JUNE 23

9:30 a.m.

Committee on the Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine pending
nominations.
SH-216

10 a.m.

Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Energy and Water Devel-
opment
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2022 for the Department of
Energy, including the National Nuclear
Security Agency.
SD-192
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources
Subcommittee on National Parks
To hold hearings to examine S. 31, to
limit the establishment or extension of
national monuments in the State of
Utah, S. 172, to authorize the National
Medal of Honor Museum Foundation to
establish a commemorative work in
the District of Columbia and its envi-
rons, S. 192, to amend the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act to designate certain
river segments in the State of Oregon
as components of the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System, S. 270, to
amend the Act entitled ‘“‘Act to provide
for the establishment of the Brown v.
Board of Education National Historic
Site in the State of Kansas’ to provide
for inclusion of additional related sites
in the National Park System, S. 491, to
amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
to designate certain river segments in
the York River watershed in the State
of Maine as components of the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System,
S. 535, to authorize the location of a
memorial on the National Mall to com-
memorate and honor the members of
the Armed Forces that served on active
duty in support of the Global War on
Terrorism, S. 753, to reauthorize the
Highlands Conservation Act, to author-
ize States to use funds from that Act
for administrative purposes, S. 1317, to
modify the boundary of the Sunset Cra-
ter Volcano National Monument in the
State of Arizona, S. 1320, to establish
the Chiricahua National Park in the
State of Arizona as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System, S. 1321, to modify
the boundary of the Casa Grande Ruins
National Monument, S. 1526, to author-
ize the use of off-highway vehicles in
certain areas of the Capitol Reef Na-
tional Park, Utah, S. 1527, to amend
title 54, United States Code, to provide
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that State law shall apply to the use of
motor vehicles on roads within a Sys-
tem unit, S. 1769, to adjust the bound-
ary of the Santa Monica Mountains Na-
tional Recreation Area to include the
Rim of the Valley Corridor, and S. 1771,
to authorize reference to the museum
located at Blytheville/Eaker Air Force
Base in Blytheville, Arkansas, as the
‘“National Cold War Center’.

SD-366
2 p.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,

Science, and Related Agencies
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2022 for the Federal Bureau
of Investigation.
SD-192
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Financial Services and
General Government
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
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fiscal year 2022 for the Department of
the Treasury.
SD-138
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Cybersecurity
To hold hearings to examine recent
ransomware attacks..
SR-222
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources
Subcommittee on Energy
To hold hearings to examine examine ex-
isting programs and future opportuni-
ties to ensure access to affordable, reli-
able, and clean energy for rural and
low-income communities.

SD-366
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

Subcommittee on Aviation Safety, Oper-
ations, and Innovation
To hold hearings to examine aviation in-
frastructure for the 21st century.
SR-253
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Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizen-
ship, and Border Safety
To hold hearings to examine immigra-
tion and citizenship policies for U.S.
military service members, veterans,
and their families.
SD-226
3 p.m.
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine pending cal-
endar business.
SR-418
JUNE 24

10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2022 for the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps.
SD-192
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